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Abstract

Civil aviation conventions on criminal law encompass a wide range of legal issues,
including those on passengers committing offenses on board, passengers interfering with the safety
of aircraft, anyone committing an act which endangers an aircraft, or terrorists utilizing aircraft as a
weapon. Thailand ratified several criminal air law conventions and protocols thereof; as a result,
Thailand is bound to enact domestic legislation. Furthermore, there are other international
conventions adopted after 2010 which Thailand has neither signed nor ratified. This latter group of
conventions adds new criminal charges to cope with the present circumstances and amend
existing conventions, to which Thailand is a party, in order to be consistent with actual practices.
These new conventions, among other things, resolve the issue of jurisdiction and encourage States
to apply civil or administrative sanctions rather than criminal penalties for specific conduct of
unruly passengers.

This research, therefore, studies and analyzes international legal principles regarding the
State’s prescriptive jurisdiction under public international law and public international air law. Not
only does the research discuss hard law conventions, but it also touches upon soft law
documents on criminal air law and their legal application. The purpose of this study is to examine
whether and to what extent Thailand has fulfilled its international legal obligations by passing the
Act on Certain Offences against Air Navigation, B.E. 2558 (2015) and other relevant laws.

The result of the research demonstrates four major problems with domestic
implementation. The first issue focuses on the lack of consistency in implementation. Second, a
number of legal provisions have not been applied in Thailand’s internal realm. The third issue is
devoted to legal provisions that impose stricter obligations than those laid down in international
treaties. Last but not least, there is a problem with the domestic legislation drafting process, which
involves both the issues of formality and duration. The recommendations for these four types of

problems are presented in the final section.
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