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Abstract

This study aims at analyzing the effectiveness, problems, and obstacles in enforcing
the Disease Control Act, 2558 B.E. (2015) with emphasis on Thailand’s experiences in
addressing the COVID-19 pandemic. The goal is to propose amendments to the Disease
Control Act, 2558 B.E. (2015). The proposed amendments will focus on how to strengthen
and modernize government mechanisms for surveillance, prevention, and control of
emerging infectious diseases and pandemic-prone diseases.

This study is a qualitative study using data from semi-structured interviews with 22
key informants from the national disease control commission, relevant government agencies,
academics, and parliamentarians. Focus group discussions were also conducted with 1 6
frontline healthcare workers from the central and northern regions. All the interviews and
focus group discussions were administered online due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The findings of this study demonstrate that the Disease Control Act, 2558 B.E. (2015)
vests adequate authority in the Ministry of Public Health to manage outbreaks of common
communicable diseases. However, the current legislation is not appropriate for large-scale
outbreaks and crisis situations that meet the criteria for a Public Health Emergency of
International Concern. Collaboration among different government agencies, the private
sector, and local governments is necessary for a timely response to large-scale outbreaks.
The public health ministry under the Disease Control Act, 2558 B.E. (2015) does not hold
sufficient power to forge such collaborations. Also, definitions of several technical terms and
disease control measures are not consistent with the World Health Organizations’
International Health Regulations (IHR). Further, since the COVID-19 pandemic has wrought
immense social and economic impacts, economic stimulus and social protection measures

are needed to assist those affected by the pandemic, including the socially disadvantaged



groups. However, the current legislation emphasizes disease control, but lacks measures on
public education and social and economic assistance for affected citizens.

Based on our findings, the recommended amendments to the Disease Control Act,
2558 B.E. (2015) include: (1) adding a clause on public health emergencies that gives the
government sufficient authority to manage large-scale outbreaks and their socio-economic
consequences, (2) suspending the public procurement law and regulations, public budgeting
law and relevant regulations, and public-private partnership law during the pandemic or
public health emergency situation, (3 ) requiring that the National Anti-Corruption
Commission and the Audit Council formulate the anti-corruption regulations and scope of
audit that will be put to use during the pandemic or public health emergency situation, and
(4) establishing an ad hoc committee consisting of the Speaker of the Parliament, President
of the Constitutional Court, President of the Supreme Court of Justice, President of the
Supreme Administrative Court, President of the National Human Rights Commission, Chief
Ombudsman of Thailand, and Leader of the Opposition to review the pandemic response
plan and measures proposed by the government.
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