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Abstract

The expansion of informal workers has a broad impact on Thai economy. The ruling
economic elite may utilize this condition to benefit the process of capital accumulation.
Somehow, the quality of majority working class is declining along with the progress of
economic neoliberalization. This research paper has investigated a proposal to upgrade
social security for independent workers, or Article 40-Scheme of Social Security Act., to a
universal form of social security.

According to the proposal of the Welfare State Network for Equality and Fairness We
Fair, the research paper conceptualizes the new scheme of social security act. By introducing
the concept of 1. Universal Scheme for everyone in working age 2. The scheme will not
deprive the right to access other form of welfare and social security 3. The scheme design
for all occupations and 4. The state subsidizing 90 percent of the contributions by tax
budget. The research has reviewed case studies from four countries, confirm the principle of
universal coverage; not divided into occupational groups. It will make social security work
better with independent workers. It was found that upgrading social security for informal
workers can 1. Increase the income of the lower half of society 2. Increase social capital and
3. Increase the opportunity to negotiate with employers. Moreover, the research found that
political communication is very important to deliver the concept to the perception of
majority. There are three key points that need to communicate with majority of the people;
Firstly-the concept of universal system; Secondly communication with the groups that do
not directly benefit from the policy. Lastly, the communication with social movement

organization.



